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OFFICIALS OF THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY 
From the time of its inception in 1937 

(Updated: March 26, 2008) 
            
 COMMISSIONERS      CHAIRPERSONS   
T. J. Carney   1937 – 1938   
John R. Fugard  1937 - 1938 ……………………….. 1937 -1938 
W. J. Lynch   1937 - 1938 
Victor A. Olander  1937 - 1939 
Coleman Woodbury  1937 - 1941 
Joseph W. McCarthy  1938 - 1943 ……………………….. 1938 - 1943 
Edgar L. Schnadig  1938 - 1946 
Robert R. Taylor  1938 - 1950 ……………………….. 1943 - 1950 
Patrick F. Sullivan  1939 - 1949 
Walter V. Schaefer  1941 - 1948 
Wayne McMillen  1943 - 1953 ………………………. 1950 - 1953 
Claude A. Benjamin  1946 - 1951 
Charles H. Kellstadt  1948 - 1950 
Henry A. Kruse  1949 - 1955 ………………………. 1953 - 1954 
Wilfred Sykes   1950 - 1953 ………………………. 1953  
John L. Yancey  1950 - 1957 
Mortimer B. Harris  1951 - 1953 
Joseph P. Sullivan  1953 - 1962 ………………………. 1955 - 1961 
Samuel Katzin   1953 - 1956 
John R. Fugard  1953 - 1968 ………………………. 1954 - 1955 
Martin J. Dwyer  1955 - 1963 ………………………. 1961 - 1963 
Charles R. Swibel  1956 - 1982 ………………………. 1963 - 1982 
Theophilus M. Mann  1957 - 1975 
John J. Massey  1963 - 1973 
W. Norbert Engles  1963 - 1969 
Letitia Nevill   1969 - 1987 
Richard C. Wade  1969 - 1971 
Nicholas J. Bosen  1971 - 1977 
Daryl F. Grisham  1975 - 1982 
Patrick J. Nash  1979 - 1983   
Renault A. Robinson  1979 - 1987 ………………………. 1983 - 1987 
Leon Finney, Jr.  1982 - 1987 
Andrew J. Mooney  1982 - 1983 ………………………. 1982 - 1983 
Angeline Caruso  1982 - 1983 
Estelle S. Holzer  1982 - 1986 
Earl L. Neal   1983 - 1987 
*Artensa Randolph  1984 - 1995 (CHA Resident) 
B. Herbert Martin  1986 - 1988 ………………………. 1987 - 1988 
Patricia Crowley  1986 - 1988 
Odell Hicks, Jr.  1987 - 1988 
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COMMISSIONERS      CHAIRPERSONS 
Irving M. Gerick  1987 - 1988 
Paul A. Brady   1987 - 1988 
Bruce Sagan   1987 - 1988 
Vincent Lane   1988 - 1995 ……………………….. 1988 - 1995 
Robert L. Belcaster  1988 - 1993 
Ruth Rothstein  1988 - 1991 
Arthur Brazier   1988 - 1995 
Milton Davis   1988 - 1995 
Handy L. Lindsey, Jr.  1988 - 1995 
Daniel S. Solis   1992 - 1995 
Isaac S. Goldman   1993 - 1995 
Marie E. Billingley  1994 - 1995 (CHA Resident) 
Louis Brown   1994 - 1995 (CHA Resident) 
 
HUD TAKEOVER - EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTED JULY 19, 1995 
Edwin Eisendrath  1995 – 1997……………………… 1995 - 1997 
Dr. Mildred Harris  1995 - 1999 
Rosanna Marquez  1995 - 1998 
*Artensa Randolph  1995 - 1997  (CHA Resident) 
Timothy W. Wright III,  1995 – 1999 
^Mamie Bone   1997 – 1999 (Replaces Randolph) 
Karen A. Newton ………………………………………….. ……  1997 - 1999 
Julia Stasch  ……………………………………………………  1999  
 
HUD RETURNS CONTROL TO CITY 
Sharon Gist Gilliam  1999 – 2006  ……………………..  1999 – 2006 
Rahm Emanuel  1999 – 2001 
Hallie Amey   1999 – Present (CHA Resident) 
^Mamie Bone   1999 – 2004 (CHA Resident) 
Michael Darcy   1999 – 2001 
Leticia Davis   1999 – 2003 
Earnest Gates   1999 – 2007 
Dr. Mildred Harris  1999 – Present 
Sandra Young   1999 – Present (CHA Resident) 
Andrew Mooney  1999 – 2001 
Michael T. Ivers  2001 – Present (Replaces Darcy) 
William Higginson  2001 – 2001 (Replaces Mooney) 
Lori T. Healy   2002 – 2005 (Replaces Emanuel) 
Carlos Ponce   2003 – Present (Replaces Higginson) 
Martin H. Nesbitt  2003 – Present (Replaces Davis) …… 2006 – Present (Replaces Gilliam) 
Mary Wiggins   2004 – Present (CHA Resident replaces Bone) 
Bridget O’Keefe  2006 – Present (Replaces Healy) 
Samuel Mendenhall  2008 – 2012 (Replaces Gates) 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 
Elizabeth Woods  Executive Secretary  1938 - 1954 
General William Keane Executive Director  1954 - 1957 
Alvin E. Rose   Executive Director  1957 - 1967 
Clement E. Humphrey Executive Director  1967 - 1973 
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Executive Directors Cont’d 
Harry J. Schneider  Executive Director  1973 – 1975 
Gustave W. Master  Executive Director  1975 - 1981 
Andrew J. Mooney  Executive Director  1981 - 1982 
Elmer L. Beard  Executive Director  1982 - 1983 
Erwin A. France  Executive Director  1983  
Zirl S. Smith   Executive Director  1984 - 1987 
Brenda J. Gaines  Interim Executive Dir. 1987 
Jerome W. VanGorkom Managing Director  1987 - 1988 
Paul A. Brady   Interim Managing Dir. 1988 
Vincent Lane   Interim Managing Dir. 1988 - 1991 
Robert Whitfield  1st Deputy Exec. Dir.  1991 
    Interim Chief Oper. Off. 1991 
    Chief Operating Officer 1991 - 1994 
Graham Grady   Chief Operating Officer 1994 - 1995 
Marilyn Johnson  Interim Exec. Director 1995 
Joseph Shuldiner  Executive Director  1995 - 1999 
Phillip Jackson  Chief Executive Officer 1999 - 2000 
Terry Peterson   Chief Executive Officer 2000 – 2006 
Sharon Gist Gilliam  Chief Executive Officer 2006 – 2007 (Resigned 2007) 
Lewis Jordan    Chief Executive Officer 2008-Present 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
     City Council   
Name     Approval   Term of Office 
Martin Nesbitt     

Commissioner   7/29/03  7/07/2005   
Reappointed             1/11/06   7/07/2010 
Chairperson      At Will of Mayor 

 
 
Hallie Amey     

Commissioner   7/07/99  7/07/2004  
Reappointed  7/21/04  7/07/2009 

 
 
Dr. Mildred Harris    

Commissioner   7/07/99  7/07/2000 
   Reappointed   8/30/00  7/07/2005 
  Reappointed   1/11/06  7/07/2010 
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     City Council   
Name     Approval   Term of Office 
Sandra Young    

Commissioner   7/07/99  7/07/2004   
Reappointed   7/21/04  7/07/2009 

 
Michael Ivers     

Commissioner   9/05/01  7/07/2006   
 Reappointed   11/1/06  7/07/2011 
 
Samuel Mendenhall 
 Commissioner   2/06/08  7/07/2012 
 
Carlos Ponce     

Commissioner   7/09/03  7/07/2006   
Reappointed   11/1/06  7/07/2011 

 
Mary Wiggins    

Commissioner  7/21/04  Upon Appointment of Successor 
             
 
Bridget O’Keefe    

Commissioner  7/11/06  7/07/2008      
 
 
 
Board Secretary (Custodian & Keeper of Records)    
Lee Chuc-Gill 
 Elected   7/20/99  7/18/00 

 Reelected Annually     Present (or next election of Officers) 
 

    
    


