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CHA Teens Meet to „Decode‟ Talents, Prepare for the Future 

Moguls of Industry, Entertainment and Scholarship Advise, 

Encourage Students 
 

WHAT:  Decoded: CHA Youth Summit 2011 

WHERE: Illinois Institute of Technology, Hermann Hall 

WHEN:  9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Monday, April 18, 2011 

WHO:  Keke Palmer, Actress & Star of Nickelodeon‟s “True V.P.”  

  Jerry Azumah, Sports Commentator & Retired Chicago Bear  

Leon Rogers and DJ Timbuktu, Radio Personalities  

Representatives from the Lupe Fiasco Foundation, Swish 

Dreams and other non-profit agencies 

  200 thirteen- to 18-year-olds living in public housing 

 

CHICAGO – For many CPS students, Monday marks the beginning of spring 

break. For 200 students living in public housing, it marks the beginning of a 

bright future. 

 

On April 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., CHA will host „Decoded,‟ a day-

long summit to connect teens to scholarship opportunities, summer 

employment and other information to help guide attendees to a successful 

academic and professional career. The summit will take place at the Illinois 

Institute of Technology at Hermann Hall. 

 

Named after hip-hop icon Jay-Z‟s memoir of the same name, CHA‟s 

„Decoded‟ aims to show youth how to interpret their talents and skills to 

find success in whatever career they choose. 

 

A council of 20 youth volunteers helped plan the topics and events of the 

day, which include an entrepreneurship seminar that explores how to turn a 

hobby into a business, a community service forum to inspire kids to get 

involved in their neighborhoods and an etiquette and attire workshop to 

show how young men how to wear a tie and young ladies how to dress for 

success.   

 

WGCI‟s Leon Rogers will host the event with appearances from a number of 

sports, movie, television and entrepreneurial super stars. 
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#### 

Decoded: CHA Youth Summit 2010 

Schedule of Events 

 

9:45-11:00am 

POWER PANEL  

(See attached for bios) 

 

11:15-12:00pm 

MALE + FEMALE BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

(No press for these sessions) 

 

12:15-1:00pm 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

(See attached for more details) 

 

1:00-1:30pm 

SUMMIT WRAP UP 

 

1:30-3:30pm 

PIZZA + BOWLING PARTY 

(DJ‟d by the Heavy Hitter DJ Timbuktu) 



Keke Palmer is a star in TV, film + music. Her vocal work appears on the original motion picture soundtracks of Akeelah 
and the Bee, Night at The Museum, + Disney Channel’s Jump In! In 2007, she released So Uncool, her debut album. Presently, 
she has the lead role in “True Jackson, V.P.” on Nickelodeon. She also has a an exciting web series: “Keke On The Reel”. 
Look for Keke in the upcoming film Joyful Noise with Queen Latifa + Dolly Parton. 

Chris Mallette works in the Mayor’s Office as the Director of Community Safety Initiatives, which focuses, in 
part, on youth violence prevention + juvenile justice.  Prior to his current role, Chris held several positions with 
the City of Chicago, The Faith Community of St. Sabina + Chicago Public Schools. Chris is a Princeton University 
graduate + an alumnus of the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Asha Kamali May has acted in commercial, on stage + in film, + directed theatre productions around the U.S.  As 
a dancer + choreographer she’s performed on the Washington Wizards Dance Team + performed with recording 
artists Eric Benet, Mya, Destiny’s child + Madonna.  As part of the production company Brown Paper Dolls, 
Asha is co-creator, co-writer, producer + star of its debut series, Milk + Honey.

Joshua Mercer is the president + founder of Swish Dreams Sports + Educational Foundation. Pairing basketball 
with math + language arts, Swish Dreams reaches hundreds of youth through its “Swish Education” program.  The 
Program is responsible for improving the grades + skills of 250 students. An alumnus of Howard University, Joshua 
also holds a masters in education from National-Louis University. Joshua also teaches in Chicago Public Schools.

Swag that Gives Back

Meet the change makers who address the needs of their community. Also learn about service, leadership, how to get involved + 
make a difference in your neighborhood. Students with an interest in community issues + action are pre-selected for this workshop. 

Facilitator: Keith Herron (Centers for New Horizons)

Learn + Earn Enrollment Seminar

This session will highlight the benefits + opportunities in CHA’s Learn + Earn Summer Program. Eligible students between 
the ages of 13 + 15 are pre-selected for this workshop. 

Facilitators: Chicago Dept. of Family + Support Services, Chicago Housing Authority Staff

Breakout Sessions

Power Panel

Ayesha Jaco is co-founder of the Lupe Fiasco Foundation, as well as founder of Daughters of Donia, a 
Chicago-based non-profit organization that promotes positive youth development in girls ages ten through 18.  
Daughters of Donia serves girls from the Austin, North Lawndale + Englewood communities. 

Lavelle “V-Dot” Sykes has over 15 years experience in the footwear + urban apparel industry in buying, marketing + 
design. In 2005, Lavelle became one of the founding members of Self Conscious by V-Dot, a lifestyle boutique. Two years 
later, he opened a second boutique, Encore by V-Dot. A former resident of CHA’s Robert Taylor Homes, Lavelle recently 
teamed up with Chicago native + NBA forward Bobby Simmons to open SuccezZ, his newest boutique in the South Loop.

J Crew or J’s?: Etiquette + Attire 
This session will explore professional presentation skills + attire. From interview etiquette + attire 
to personal hygiene, tattoos, this session will teach you how to ‘dress for success.’  You’ll 
walk away from this workshop ready to impress employers, admissions officers + the camera!

Facilitators: Jerry Azumah (Chicago Bears), Kelly Fair (Polished Pebbles)

College Admissions Process: Choosing the Right College for You!
Explore the College Admissions Process + learn about financial aid resources.  

High school juniors + seniors are pre-selected for this workshop.  
Facilitators: Al Hogan (College Access + Outreach),  

LeShane Saddler (University of Notre Dame), Darrell Wilson (Revolution Prep)

Posse Scholarship Nomination Session

This session will inform eligible students about the Posse Scholarship nomination + interview process.  
Each Posse Scholar wins a four-year, full-tuition scholarship to attend one of Posse’s partner 
colleges + universities.  Rising juniors with a 3.0 or higher GPA are pre-selected for this workshop. 

Facilitator: Hareem Khan (Posse Foundation)

Hobbies to Business: Entrepreneurship Workshop

This session will explore how to start a business + keys to tapping into your own skills + entrepreneurial 
talents. High school students with an interest in owning their own business are pre-selected for this workshop.  

Facilitator: Patricia Perkins (Exodus Coaching), Will Hall (CommuniGize, Inc.)
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