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CHA announces new camera initiative
Effort will ensure the safety and well-being of residents of all ages

In an effort to ensure the safety and well-being of its residents, the Chicago Housing
Authority Board of Commissioners will consider a $23 million camera initiative
Wednesday that would see approximately 3,000 cameras installed at all of the
Authority’s senior and family developments, representing nearly 16,000 apartments.

Of the $23 million — which was made available by the federal American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act - $19 million will be used for the family development
installation, and $2.8 million for senior development installation. The senior
buildings had new systems installed recently; the additional dollars will allow for
upgrades to those systems. Siemens Technologies, an international technology leader,
was awarded the contract.

Thirty Section 3 jobs will be made available as a result of the camera initiative,
including fire technician, security, and sales positions.

The remainder of the stimulus funds awarded to the CHA to date — roughly $143
million — will be used to rehabilitate 900 units of public housing and to proceed with
needed demolitions of non-viable buildings to improve the safety of the surrounding
communities.

Lewis A. Jordan, CEO of the CHA, welcomed the stimulus funds.

“When they asked for shovel-ready projects, we were there — with long-delayed
initiatives that were good ideas, but lacked funding,” he said. “The ARRA dollars will
mean greater safety and security for residents and more jobs for Chicago. That’s a
good combination.”

HHHHH#

60 East Van Buren - Chicago, Illinois 60605-1207 - (312) 742-8500 - www.thecha.org



