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INTRODUCTION

Cabrini NOW is a community-driven planning and design effort to improve 

the Cabrini neighborhood through new housing and economic development 

on CHA properties.

The second community-wide engagement event in the Cabrini NOW process 

took place on the afternoon of July 31, 2024 at the Ogden International 

School’s Cabrini campus. This event was preceded by a community meeting 

on May 8, 2024 and was attended by nearly one hundred community 

members, including over 30 CHA residents. To support accessibility and 

generate enthusiasm for participating, the event was hosted in a wheelchair 

accessible space, the presentation was recorded and posted, and ice cream 

was served to attendees.

The purpose of the meeting was to confirm feedback from the first 

community meeting and solicit new feedback on development concepts. 

These concepts consisted of massing and organizational strategies for the 

development sites north and south of Division Street. 

The meeting started with introductory remarks from community leaders 

and a presentation providing an overview of prior engagement and each 

development concept. After the presentation, attendees were invited to 

dialogue about the concepts with the consultant team and complete a series 

of voting and table-based activities to help clarify a preferred approach to 

redeveloping the Cabrini NOW sites.

The feedback outlined in this report is based on written and oral feedback 

received at the boards and stations organized to gather feedback on the 

draft development concepts for different sites in the Cabrini NOW area.
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AREA OF INTEREST (AOI) 
& FOCUS SITES

SITE ACRES

A ± 6.7

B ± 1.9

C ± 0.3

D ± 1.9

E ± 2.5

F ± 0.3

G ± 2.4

SITE ACRES

H ± 0.4

J ± 1.6

K ± 14.2

L ± 8.2

M ± 1.5

N ± 0.2

P ± 0.5

Q ± 0.5

R ± 0.1

TOTAL SITES TOTAL ACRES

16 ± 43    (16 north; 28 south)

NORTH SITES SOUTH SITES

The Cabrini NOW Area of Interest (AOI) covers a significant 

portion of the Near North community area bounded by North 

Avenue, Chicago Avenue, Wells Street, and Halsted Street. 

CHA has completed a significant amount of development in 

this area since 1997, as displayed on the next page.  

The Cabrini NOW development sites are clustered north and 

south of Division Street.
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A

B

C

D

E

H

G

IN DEVELOPMENT

A

COMPLETE (SINCE 1997)

KJ

Parkside of Old Town
- Phase 3

Clybourn 1200 (2017)Parkside of Old Town (2008-21)

Orchard Park (1997-2000)

Schiller Place (2022)

Mohawk North (1997)

North Town Village (2005) Old Town Village West 
(2003-05)

River Village Pointe 
(2007)

Renaissance North (2003)

The Larrabee (2006)

B C

D E

F

G H

Old Town Square (2000)

955 N. Larrabee St

Cabrini Rowhouse 
Renovation (2010)

CHA AOI DEVELOPMENT
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KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM 
COMMUNITY MEETING #2:

There is a strong desire for the preservation 

or integration of urban farms currently in the 

community.

There was support for prioritizing 

connectivity and improvements to the street 

grid.

The idea of preserving and renovating only 
a portion of the vacant rowhomes was also 
generally supported by community members.

Meeting participants also provided 
substantive feedback on topics including:

•	 housing
•	 open space & urban farms
•	 community resources & amenities
•	 street network & parking
•	 the existing fire station (Engine 4, Tower Ladder 10)
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HOUSING

Meeting participants expressed a 
range of thoughts on the topic of 
housing, including: 

•	 The notion that both the north and south 

development scenarios showed too much 

development on certain sites. Some 

community members believe any new 

development should minimally impact the 

neighborhood as it currently exists.

•	 General approval of the lower scale of 

development proposed on the southern 

development sites like H, K, & MN.

•	 A desire to see building-specific 

development proposals include units with 

three or more bedrooms targeted toward 

larger families.

•	 The perceived need for designated senior 

housing provided either in renovated 

Cabrini rowhomes or new development.

•	 An interest in preserving and renovating 

only a portion of the vacant Cabrini 

rowhomes, with a small number of 

individuals either advocating for full 

demolition or full preservation.
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OPEN SPACE & URBAN FARMS

Attendees expressed passionate opinions 
about open space and urban farms. Nearly all 
of this feedback documented on the meeting 
exhibits concerned urban farms located on 
focus Site K, along Chicago Avenue, and Site G, 
along Division Street. 

•	 Generally, participants were excited and supportive of 

the potential connection between Seward and Durso 

Parks shown in all the draft development concepts. This 

is responsive to and consistent with the desire expressed 

in the first community meeting to prioritize more 

connections between the existing parks and open spaces 

in the area.

•	 The broad consensus of those who shared their thoughts 

on the urban farms in the community was that they should 

be preserved at their current locations, improved, and/

or somehow integrated into future development plans. 

Reasons cited included the provision of fresh produce for 

community members, educational opportunities, and jobs 

for youth.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES & 
AMENITIES

Many community members indicated their 
desires related to various resources and 
amenities they would like to be improved 
or made available in the neighborhood. 

•	 Various comments concerned the availability of more 

free programs for children.

•	 A few participants expressed a desire for additional 

retail to be included in the development plan.

•	 Some community members inquired about the need 

for new schools corresponding to the planned influx 

of new families in the neighborhood. 

•	 There is a perceived need for open “maker spaces” 

creative individuals can use for production.

•	 Additionally, representatives of the organization 

Cabrini Art House were enthusiastic about the 

potential to highlight their efforts related to the 

conversion of Strangers Home Missionary Baptist 

Church into a mixed-use anchor for an arts and 

cultural campus.
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STREET NETWORK & PARKING

Community members expressed numerous 
thoughts concerning the proposed 
modifications to roadways and parking in 
the Area of Interest. 

•	 Many attendees were supportive of prioritizing 

connectivity in the development strategies. 

Specifically ideas for extending streets to subdivide 

current superblocks or creating through connections 

where they don’t currently exist were well-received.

•	 However, a few residents expressed a desire to see 

Cambridge Avenue closed to through-traffic as a 

means to minimize unwanted activity on the street.

•	 Regarding parking, some participants requested 

additional free parking in the neighborhood 

generally, parking restrictions via residential permits, 

and additional residential parking in development 

scenarios.
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Including the fire station currently 
located at the intersection of Division and 
Larrabee in the redevelopment of Site 
G was presented as one development 
option. This option was included to 
explore the possibility of creating a larger 
development site by combining the 
fire station land with surrounding CHA 
property. This could potentially allow for 
a new fire station and more housing to be 
developed at this prominent corner.  

•	 Several community members remarked on this 

proposal, expressing disinterest in developing 

it further and did not believe that it would be 

beneficial to the community. Reasons cited 

included concerns about the potential routing of 

trucks and proximity to adjacent sensitive uses like 

Skinner North Classical School

•	 CFD representatives on hand at the meeting 

expressed general enthusiasm about the 

opportunity to have a station with more capacity 

and a desire to further explore a potential future 

collaborative development

THE FIRE STATION

DRAFT FOR REVIEW 
12



COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2 
ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 4 

STRATEGY VOTING

As they were leaving, the 
community members were 
asked to generally vote on which 
option they like best by placing 
a colored ping pong ball into 
one of three jars. 

At the end of the night, there 
were slightly more votes for 
Strategy #2 than for Strategies 
#1 or #3. However, based on the 
number votes compared to the 
number of overall attendees, 
it is hard to draw any hard 
conclusions from such a small 
sample. Instead, we interpret 
these results to show general 
support for all the options and 
that further polling is necessary 
in the next phase. 
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APPENDIX OF ENGAGEMENT MATERIALS
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